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DearSenatorWhitmk 

Letter Opiion No. 95426 

Rt: Whethuthewidowofaretired 
Cii of Houston employee is entitled to 
death benefits under article 6243g, 
V.T.C.S. (ID# 32395) 

You ask whether the widow of a retired City of Houston (“city”) employee, who 
was a member of the Houston Municipal Employees Pension System (the. “pension 
system-), is entitled to death benetits under article 6243g, V.T.C.S. Yoo state that the 
eIIlp1OpClUbdtiomthCdtybl- 1978anddidnotmanythewouisnwhois 
nowhiswidowuntilApril1985,smralyearsaftahisntinment. HediedinAprill990. 

Information submitted with your quest states thst the pension system is governed 
by article.6243g and that the employee at issue was a “Group A” meniber under that 
article. Section 13 of uticle 62438 provides in pertinent part: 

If my Group’A member of the Pension Systeq...shaU 
die . ..andsballleaveasurvivingwidoworwidowa.orachildor 
children under the age of eighteen (18) yesrs, or both such widow or 
widower, or a child or children, ssid Board shall order paid monthly 
allowances as follows: 

(a) To the widow or widower, proviokd she or he shall 
have marrikd such member prior to her or his retirement, a sum 
equal to one-half (I) of. the retirement bendits that the 
deceasedGroupAmemberwouldhavebeenentitledtohadshe 
or be been totally disabled at the time of her or his retirement or 
death, but the allowance payable to any such widow or widower 
shallnotinanycventbelessthanFiftyDollars(SSO)amooth. 

V.T.C.S. art. 6243g, 8 13(a) (emphasis added). It is clear &om tlk italicized language that 
a widow who married a member of the pension system @er his retirement is not eligiile 
to receive the widow/widower allowance set forth in section 13(a). Nor are we aware of 
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any other provision in article 62438 or elsewhere which would entitle such a widow to 
death benetits.’ 

SUMMARY 

A wjdow who msrrkd a member of the Houston Mu@pal 
Employee-s Pension System ofre his retirement from the City of 
Houston is not eligible to receive the widow/widower allowance set 
forth in section 13(a) ofarticle 6243g, V.T.C.S. 

Maly ti crotlter 
Assistant Attorney General 
opinion Committee- 


